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stands a fine Buddhist temple. The face of the rock has
been sculptured into innumerable bas-relief figures of the
Buddha, and one part of it, where the rock has a cylin-
drical shape, has been roughly cut to represent a colossal
image or head of the god. The temple is called the Ta
Fo ssii, "Big Buddha Temple.*
"We dropped rapidly down the swollen Min, passing
numbers of government salt-junks and other craft laden
with various goods. The country along either side of the
river is thickly populated, the largest and most lively
commercial places not being the prefectural cities, appar-
ently, but market towns and villages. The crops were
slightly different from what we had found^ farther west;
maize had now completely disappeared, and its place was
taken by sugar-cane, kao-liang (sorghum), rice, and beans.
Before night we reached the village of Chuo-ch'i, on the
right bank, some twenty-five miles from Sui Fu.
The next morning we swept past Sui Fu and entered
the Tang-tzu, or Ta-kuan ho, as it is generally called in
these parts. From here to Ch'ung-cMng the river has
been frequently traveled by foreigners, and has been so
minutely described by Captain Blakiston that I cannot
add anything of interest to what has already been said of
it. Below Sui Fu we passed a number of large towns,
but as we stopped at none I could form no idea of their
relative importance. A little below Na-ch'i Hsien, at
Ming-ai-tfou, several ledges of sandstone stretch nearly,
across the river, and these constitute the only serious
obstacle to navigation between Ch'ung-cMng and Sui Fu.
Below this point the river makes a bend south before
reaching Lu Chou, and we passed Nan-tien-p'a, a place
famous for its- iron-works, where the telegraph line to
Yun-nan crosses the river. Here are turned out cast-